
From action group to

professional advocacy
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Policy advisor Fietsersbond



Ruth Oldenziel:

Every city can be a bicycle
friendly city as long as they have 
a persistant civil society active in 
cycling



In the 70’s we moved in Dutch 
cities like in any other car
oriented country…
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1950 –1975:

- Suburbanisation

- Car use

- Transport policy

- Old fashioned
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We’ve come a long way

• Founded because the car 
threatened to oust the bicycle 
out of traffic.

• Classic advocacy organisation

• Now: 37.000 km of cycle paths

• Infrastructure has never been 
better!



Fietsersbond now!

• Mission: more and better facilities for cyclists

• 35.000 members, 1500 volunteers, 150 local groups , 1 office

• 25 employees

• Yearly budget: €2.200.000 (membership fees, government 
subsidies, sponsoring)

• A trusted partner for cyclists and authorities at national, 
provincial and local level

• Organising different people for different activities



Old-skool action and lobbying



Free parking near
train stations





National elections 2017  

Influencing party 
programs and

government coalition
negotiations

Agenda voor Rijkswaterstaat

Deelname in 6 ploegen voor de fietsagenda Tour 
de Force 2020 (ministerie, prov, gem, waterschap

Overeenkomst fietsparkeren bij 
treinstations (investering en exploitatie)

Brede mobiliteitsalliantie Vooruit. Geld voor 
infrastructuur.

Discussie met ministerie over fietsagenda

Brede coalitie vormen voor GR 2018 voor 
leefbare steden voor jong en oud.



Cycling city competition; 
benchmarking and rewarding



Assesment on ten dimensions

directness

comfort (obstruction)

comfort (road

surface)

attractiveness

competitiveness 

bicycle use

road safety of cyclists

urban density

cyclists satisfaction

policy on paper



The Measuring Bike







Bicycle advisor



Fietsersbond gives advice on

• Local infrastructure and networks, construction and 
maintenace

• Bicycle parking, especially near train stations

• Bicycle theft

• Safety issues

• All sorts of campaigns









http://nos.nl/video/2096430-google-komt-op-1-april-met-een-zelfrijdende-fiets.html
http://nos.nl/video/2096430-google-komt-op-1-april-met-een-zelfrijdende-fiets.html


Bicycle incubator: innovation
and co-production





Cycling without Age







Fiets Telweek

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cv0X6fSQM_Y


Education and training





#1: The cycling city competition




