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Last updated on 29th November  2016 

 
ECF gratefully acknowledges financial support from the European commission. Nevertheless the 
sole responsibility of this publication lies with the author. The European Union is not responsible for 
any use that may be made of the information contained therein.  

 

 

Membership of ECF is open to organizations which have an interest in the bicycle as an everyday 
form of transport or a means of recreation. Membership is subject to agreement by the majority 
of the existing members, voting during the annual ECF General Meeting. The ECF application 
form needs to be returned 4 weeks prior the General Meeting. Additionally, applicants need to 
present their application in person. 
 

ECF FULL MEMBERSHIP is open to European groups of cycle users who primarily aim at 

promoting the bicycle as an everyday means of transport or recreation, and who have paid the 
agreed subscription. This entitles them to vote at ECF Meetings.  

Full Members receive the following ECF services: 

 have their news posted on the ECF web site; 
 a copy of every new publication; 
 access to ECF's intranet "list@ecf.com", enabling them to communicate with the other 

ECF members; 
 Discount tickets to the annual Velo-city conference series, depending on number of 

paying units 

How to calculate your membership fee: 

ECF recognises that every lobbying organisation wishes to build as large a membership as 
possible in order to increase its influence. 
Therefore we also recognise that many organisations will declare numbers of members that are 
significantly larger than the number of people who pay a membership fee. 
We apply the same procedure when calculating your ECF membership fee. We ask you to tell us 
the number of members that you use in your public declarations but we also ask you to tell us 
your number of fee paying households, a figure that we do not publish. 
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Here are some examples of how to calculate paying units: 

Description Number of 
members 

Number of 
paying units 

Single adult paying member 1 1 

Married couple living at the same address with a reduced 
membership fee 

2 1 

Family of five living at one address with family membership 5 1 

Member registered on an email list but not paying a fee 1 0 

Young person under 18 paying a specially reduced fee 1 0 

Free memberships – complementary offers to public 
figures, mailing list memberships etc. 

1 0 

 
The rate for the paying units is as follows: 

 For the first 20,000 paying units the rate shall be € 0.9 per paying unit, subject to a 
minimum of € 100.  

 For paying units from 20001 to 30000 the rate shall be € 0.8 per paying unit. 
 For paying units from 30001 to 40000 the rate shall be € 0.7 per paying unit. 
 For paying units from 40001 to 50000 the rate shall be € 0.6 per paying unit. 
 For paying units greater than 50000 the rate shall be € 0.5 per paying unit up to a 

maximum of 75000 members. 

 

Umbrella organisations 

ECF accepts into full membership organisations which do not have a national membership 
scheme for individuals but act as umbrella organisations of local cycling organisations which do 
have a membership structure. 
 
To calculate the ECF membership fee the umbrella organisation must establish the number of 
paying units in its member organisations in a similar manner to that described above.  
 
The minimum annual membership fee is € 100. 
 

ECF ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP is open to  

 European groups who do not meet the criteria for full membership but who support the 
aims of ECF; 

 Cycling organizations from outside Europe or other bodies with an interest in cycling.  

They pay the agreed subscription, receive material and may attend the AGM or working groups 
meetings, but do not have voting rights at meetings. 
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Associate Members receive the following ECF services free: 

 have their news posted on the ECF website; 
 a copy of every new publication; 
 access to ECF google mailing list, enabling them to communicate directly with the other 

ECF members; 
 Discount tickets to the annual Velo-city conference series (number of discount tickets 

depending on category) 

 

Calculation of ECF associate membership fee: 

While the procedure regarding membership fee is fixed for FULL members, we have the policy 
that future associated members suggest to the ECF board one of these 3 categories, taking their 
annual budget and/or number of staff members into account: 

A. associated membership fee between € 500 and € 2,499;  
B. associated membership fee between € 2,500 and € 4,999; 
C. associated membership more than € 5,000. 

 


