
Bicycle Tourism:  

Measuring Trends at National Level 



• How to measure the succes of 
Bicycle Tourism?  

 

 

• Most famous Key Data on tourism :  
– Capacity to house tourists 

– Tourists arrivals 

 

• Bike Tourism looks for new data: 
bicycle counting is becoming 
standard 

Measuring Trends at National Level 





The National Counting Platform 
a strategic tool to monitor cycling tourism in 

France 



The national cycle route network 
 

21.000km 

55% on dedicated 

bike path 
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National counting platform 

WHAT IT DOES : 

 

• Gathers 500 counters nationwide  

• From 53 partners (=local authorities) 



National counting platform 

WHAT IT OFFERS : 

• Improves knowledge of the network 

(when, how many) 

 

• Supports economic benefits assesment 
studies 

 

• Help promote the network development 
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A voluntary-based platform 
Owners declare & share but still monitor their counters 
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National counting platform 
Provides key national data 

Yearly report 
2013 vs 2014 

2/3 of cycling 

activity between 

May and 

September 
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National counting platform 
Provides routes key data 



EV1: +3% 

EV4: +8% 

EV6: +12% 

EV17: +22% 

EV4: +9% 

National counting platform 
Provides routes key data 

2013 vs 2014 



Combined with surveys 
Economic benefits 



Brittany Region:  

25,2 M€  

Loira River:  

15,3M€ 

Canal deux mers:  

16 M€  

Tour de Bourgogne: 

34,6M€ 

Economic benefits studies  



La Route Verte,  

Quebec, Canada 
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Using rural development funds in 

cycling projects | ECF-EGWA 

conference | 19th of september 2014 

Editions        

 

 

 

 

 



Events Organiser:  

- Tour de l’ile, 50 Km,  

25 000 participants 



5 300 Km 



Parcours des Anses (Lévis)  Véloroute de la Chaudière 

Le Petit Témis 

Off Road (40%) 



On Road (60%) 
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Route Verte counting platform 

WHY: 

 

• The Route Verte maintenance (road sign, cutting trees, …) is 

on charge to local partners (mainly NGO) 

 

• Quebec Province give subventions to the partners 

 

• Velo Quebec supervise and guarantee guidelines 

 

• Velo Quebec needs data to support the maintenance budget 

from regular external threats 
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Route Verte counting platform 

WHAT IT DOES : 

 

• Gathers 45 counting points on the whole path 

(automatic, manual)  

• From 15 partners (=local authorities) 



22 

Route Verte counting platform 

Yearly report to follow trends 
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Route Verte Counting Platform 

General State of Bicycle each 5 years: baseline to support 

bicycle policies 
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Conclusion 
 

• Automatic counters gives regular and consistent data to 

analyse touristic flows 

 

 

• In Canada and France data is used for : 

 

• Compare trends over years 

 

 

• Communication 

 

 

• Maintain Budgets 

 

 

 



SEE YOU NEXT YEAR! 
 

Winter Cycling Congress 
Les quatre saisons du vélo 

 

MONTRÉAL FEBRUARY 8-10, 2017 


