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OBJECTIVE 

‣ To identify the challenges associated with a bicycle-friendly 

approach in Asia Pacific, and how to address those challenges 

using the ‘evolution of cycling’ framework. 

Structure of Presentation: 

‣ 1. Urbanisation growth – key challenges faced

‣ 2. How a bicycle-friendly approach can mitigate some of these 

challenges

‣ 3. What are the key challenges to a bicycle-friendly approach 

and how to overcome those challenges: Urban Transitions, 

Moving Lifestyles, Sustainable Economies, Sharing Societies, Design 

in Motion



• UCLG is worldwide 
association of local 
governments that dates 
back 1913

• The only local 
government organization 
recognized by UN

• Represents and defends 
local governments’ 
interests on the world 
stage

• UCLG ASPAC is the biggest 
among the eight UCLG 
regional sections

• Represents over 3.76 
billion people (more than 
half of the world 
population)

• Incorporates
economically fast 
developing countries such 
as China, India, Indonesia

UCLG ASPAC AT GLANCE



UCLG ASPAC AT GLANCE

‣ Play a role as the key knowledge management hub on 
local government issues

‣ Unite voices and advocate democratic local self-
governments and promote cooperation between 
governments and international communities

‣ Carry out broad activities to serve the Members

‣ Capacity development & advocacy

‣ Information & communication

‣ Organizational development & external funded 
projects

‣ Best practices sharing & research



CURRENT 
URBANIZATION 
TRENDS

SHIFT TOWARDS 
SUSTAINABLE URBAN 
GROWTH



POPULATION NUMBERS, BY REGION 2000-2050





PERCENTAGE GROWING OF URBAN POPULATIONS: 
POPULATION OF THE WORLD 1950-2050

In 2020, the 
Asia Pacific 
urban 
population 
will grow to 
nearly 55% of 
overall 
population.





HOW CAN BICYCLE-FRIENDLY CITIES 
MITIGATE AND RESOLVE KEY URBAN 
CHALLENGES?

SIGNIFICANCE OF VELO-CITY 







WHAT ARE THE KEY CHALLENGES TO A 
BICYCLE-FRIENDLY APPROACH

WHAT ARE WAYS TO ADDRESS THESE 
CHALLENGES?



EVOLUTION OF SUSTAINABLE URBANIZATION  



URBAN TRANSITIONS: 
CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS 



URBAN TRANSITIONS 

KEY CHALLENGES:

1. POOR INFRASTRUCTURE AND DISTANCE

2. CLIMATE – HUMIDITY, HIGH TEMPERATURE, AS 
WELL AS NO OF SLOPES

3. NOXIOUS EMISSIONS FROM MOTOR VEHICLES AND 
INDUSTRIALIZATION

4. POLITICAL WILLINGNESS TO SUSTAINABLE CHANGE

5. ESTABLISHING LOCAL FINANCE OPTIONS



POOR INFRASTRUCTURE AND DISTANCE: 
JAKARTA 

- The capital of Indonesia, Jakarta, is one the 
fastest-growing megacities in the world with 
approximately 8.5 million inhabitants in 2013.

- The service sector is predominately located in the 
metropolitan centre, which results in commuters 
traveling from residential areas to the centre city 
in an average time between 82-90 minutes; and a 
distance covering 5-15km. 

- As such, the prospect for bicycle use may not be a 
realistic solution for commuters. 



Short term solutions: 

1. The Cyclist Urban Station provides the riders 
with various facilities to encourage urban riding 
(i.e showers to address population and climate). 

FINDING INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS 



LOCALIZED BICYCLE NETWORKS 

Establish local bicycle networks with the aim for localized travel to become non-
motorized.

- University Campus bicycle networks

- Inner-town networks

- Inner-city networks 

University

Town

Inner-City 

Shopping 
District

Motorized



MOVING LIFESTYLES: 
PEOPLE CENTRIC APPROACH 



MOVING LIFESTYLES - PEOPLE CENTRIC APPROACH 

Challenges

- How to overcome cultural barriers that may prevent 
and/or discourage women from riding bicycles.  

- For example in Aceh, there was issue to not allow 
women, under Islamic law, to straddle on a motor bike 
behind male driver. How will this apply to the 
promotion and use of bicycles? 

Source: BBC  2013



ENGAGEMENT WITH WOMEN 

‣ It is therefore necessary to include 
women’s participation in the urban 
design process.

- For example, the Banda Aceh 
Administration established the Women 
Development Planning Consultation to 
provide room for women participate in 
urban planning and design.



CASE STUDY 1: WOMEN 
ENGAGEMENT IN BANDA ACEH





SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIES 



SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIES 

▸ The scarcity of capital - competing cities

▸ Domestic investors generally prefer 
sustainable and liveable cities in deciding 
to investment or not. Good quality of 
services, facilities and public spaces.

▸ Implementing the right tax and legal settings
will encourage effective sustainable 
developments. i.e decentralisation.



“WELL-DESIGNED AND 
WELL-MANAGED PUBLIC 
SPACES HAVE A POSITIVE 
IMPACT ON LAND VALUES 
AND ATTRACTS CONSUMERS 
TO COMMERCIAL AND 
RETAIL AREAS"

UCLG AFRICA



CITIES THAT HAVE PROTECTED AND 
ENHANCED GREEN SPACES AND ACCESS 
TO GREEN SPACES...HAVE DONE 
BETTER ECONOMICALLY THAN CITIES 
THAT HAVE NOT.

UNCTAD 2013



JAKARTA OLD TOWN: TOURISM
▸ The promotion and use of bicycles 
can contribute to the tourism 
industry. Old town received nearly 
30,000 to 40,000 visitors each year.

▸ Traditional bicycles are used and 
available for rent to attract 
tourists.

▸ Improved infrastructure 
and raise local economy

BANYUWANGI TOUR DE IJEN



SHARING SOCIETIES 



SHARING SOCIETIES 













DESIGNING IN MOTION 



DESIGNING IN MOTION 

▸ National and local governments need to adapt and 
accept new ideas and have innovations in order to 
improve urban design and development. This includes 
attending and/or appointing workshops to develop new 
ways of working.

▸ Local Government Associations, civil society and the 
business sector must be consulted and involved in the 
urban design process. 



CONCLUSION 

▸ We need to find sustainable solutions to key urban 

growth challenges

▸ The need to review urban development through a 

‘People Centric Approach’ is key. Good leadership 

and political will are needed.

▸ Exchanging ideas and ways of working between 

cities allows best practice and resource sharing.

▸ City-to-City Cooperation can further enhance 

meeting our common goals. 



THANK YOU

United Cities and Local Governments  

Asia Pacific

Secretariat, Jakarta’s City Hall Complex

Jl. Medan Merdeka Selatan No 8-9, 

Building F, 2nd Floor, Central Jakarta  10110

P: +62 21 389 01 801 / F: +62 21 389 01 802

Website: www.uclg-aspac.org

Twitter: @uclgaspac

Facebook: www.facebook.com/uclgaspa


