
Cycling Network for the Ages 

Revival of cycling culture in Ghent :
• yearly growth around 7% 
• up to 10.000 cyclists/day in the 

busiest streets 
• before mostly students, now also 

children and elderly

Mix of measures in past decades :
• infrastructure
• communication/marketing 
• circulation

The domination of cars in the city 
center is history now and more 
people feel safe and comfortable 
enough to cycle.
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To avoid busy intersections, tunnels 
were build on 8 radial cycling routes.



• In ‘bicycle streets’ cyclists are encouraged 
to use the whole width of the street. 

• Residents cars can access the street, but 
overtaking cyclists is not allowed.
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The speed limit in every street inside the 
R40 ring road was reduced to 30 km/u. 
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Modal Split 2015 2018

Car 46% 39%

Bicycle 30% 35%

Public transport 9% 14%

Walking 15% 13%

The circulation plan keeps cars longer on the ring 
road, which has resulted in less cars in the center. Before After



Slower traffic, bicycle 

streets, the circulation 

plan and bicycle tunnels, 

have made the city 

accessible again for 

younger and older 

cyclists.

Now we expand the area 

where cyclists of all ages 

feel comfortable and the 

growth of bicycles in 

modal split will continue.



Today we build a 4 level grid of cycling routes :
1. Long distance paths along waterways and railroads
2. Independent network of high quality cycling routes
3. Cycle paths along car routes 
4. Local cycling routes elaborate a closely knit network



Safe door to door journeys to every adress :
• Cycle paths along car routes
• Where needed (speed / intensity car traffic)



Routes parallel to the car network :
• New node based signposting system
• Extra bicycle streets and tunnels 



Thanks


