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le vélo au quotidien
France : Towards cycling as transport !

On 13th December 2017, French Transport Minister Elisabeth Borne closed the National Forum on Mobility with the
commitment that “cycling would no longer be looked upon with contempt”.

In this context, the last few months have seen French parliament fiercely debate the draft Mobility Orientation Bill
submitted by Government. FUB has been actively involved so that cycling can finally be considered as a means of
transport in its own right, with some success. Indeed, approximately 10% of the tabled amendments (over 300)
were linked to cycling.

Following adoption by the Senate in March, the French National Assembly approved the Mobility Orientation Law
on June 18th. Two further commissions await. But with the law already debated extensively in both Houses, we can
already acknowledge some breakthroughs and future points of vigilance.

The right to active mobility : A symbol

Being able to walk and pedal becomes a right. Whilst this is essentially just symbolic progress, the stated objec-
tive to fight sedentary lifestyles will be enshrined in the Law. This will constitute an excellent judicial pillar.

Cycling education at school : Forthcoming cultural change

The official “Savoir Rouler” (Learn to Ride) education program has been adopted by the National Assembly. The
objective is to “ensure that every child is able to ride a bike autonomously and safely in the public space by
the time he/she enters secondary school”. The details fall short of FUB's recommendations on the subject, as well
as the Senate’s. there is no mention of whether this program will be universal and compulsory or not.
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